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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) [X] Claim(s) 12,13.19-22 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) M Claim(s) 12.13,19-22 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) [x] Claim(s) 12,13,19-22 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Restriction Requirement 

Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 USC 121: 

I. Claims 12-13 drawn to a combustor wall element classified in Class 60, sub- 
class 752, and 

II. Claims 19-22, drawn to a method of manufacturing a combustor wall element, 
classified in Class 29, subclass 890.02. 

The inventions of Groups I and II above are distinct because the product of 
Group I could be made by a method materially different than that of Group II, and/or the 
method of Group II could be used to make a product materially different than that of 
Group I. The Group I wall element, for example, does not necessarily have to be made 
by a casting process as specified in the Group II method; the wall element could be 
manufactured using alternative techniques such as stamping, machining, etc. 

Because the inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and require 
separate classification and/or divergent fields of search, restriction for examination 
purposes as indicated is proper. 

Applicants are advised that even in the event that the restriction requirement is 
traversed, the response to this requirement to be complete must include an election of 
the invention to be examined. 

In addition to the restriction between apparatus and method as set forth above, 
further election of individual species is required. 
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Species Election 

This application encompasses multiple species of the inventive subject mat- 
ter based on six alternative configurations of a combustor wall element. These include 
the wall element configurations of Figure 4, Figure 5, Figure 6, Figure 7, Figure 8 with 
the Figure 9 cross section, and Figure 8 with the Figure 10 cross section. Pursuant to 
35 USC 121, applicants are required for a complete response to (1) elect a single dis- 
closed species and (2) list all claims readable on the elected species including any 
claims subsequently added (MPEP 809.02(a)). 

It is unclear if any of the present claims are generic to all species. 

Applicants are further advised that a mere argument alleging that a generic claim 
exists or is allowable will not satisfy a species election requirement. For a complete re- 
sponse, applicants must elect a single species and list the claims readable on that spe- 
cies as set forth above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC 112 

Claims 12, 13, and 19-22 are rejected under 35 USC 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicants regard as the invention. 



Application/Control Number: 10/688,875 
Art Unit: 3746 



Page 4 



Claims 12 and 13 each recite both a "stud" or "studs" and a "mixing port boss"; 
see claim 12, lines 3-5, and claim 13, lines 3-4. The stud (46) is shown as exclusive to 
the embodiments of Figures 4 and 5, and the boss (54) is similarly shown as exclusive 
to the embodiments of Figures 6 and 7. Claims 12 and 13 are thus indefinite as to 
scope since they improperly combine features exclusive to different species, and it is 
unclear which species and which combination of features applicants actually intend to 
claim. 

Claims 19-22 are drawn to "[a] method of manufacturing a wall element", and the 
wall element is further described as being "for use as part of an inner wall of a gas tur- 
bine engine combustor wall structure having inner and outer walls" (claim 19, lines 1-3). 
The latter passage renders the claims indefinite. A "for use..." clause may constitute a 
limiting step in a method claim, but it is unclear in this instance whether the language in 
question is actually intended to be part of the claimed method. A valid comparison 
between the claims and prior art cannot be made without clarification on this point. 

Claim 22 also recites both a "stud" and a "mixing port". This combination of 
features causes the same problem describe above in conjunction with claims 12 and 13. 
The stud (46) is exclusive to the embodiments of Figures 4 and 5, and the mixing port 
(56) is exclusive to the embodiments of Figures 6 and 7, hence, it is unclear which 
species and which combination of features applicants actually intend to claim. 

Claim 22 additionally refers to "the tile"; see line 2. The cited expression has no 
clear antecedent, and the term "tile" is inconsistent with the other claim terminology. 
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References 



Pidcock et al, DuBell et at, Bell et al, and Lee are cited as disclosing pertin- 
ent examples of prior art gas turbine combustor wall elements of cast construction. 
Because of the indefinite nature of the claimed subject matter, however, the references 
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